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Numbered circles reference the Riverfront Focus Area Plan page 10. 
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o Multi-modal boulevard along Route 8 and Route 9 (from Bellevue to the roundabout at 
foot of the 4th Street Veterans Bridge, comprised of Dave Cowens Drive, Washington 
Avenue, and 3rd Street).  Create a cohesive multi-modal “unified boulevard.”  

 Along the boulevard, require new development to provide a wide sidewalk to 
accommodate large crowds of pedestrians especially in the vicinity of the Ovation 
music venue.   

 Consider a roundabout at E 3rd Street and Washington Avenue. 

 Provide wayfinding, tree planting, public art and other elements to create an iconic 
boulevard.  

 Provide numerous pedestrian and bike connections to the river. Perpendicular 
connections from the adjacent neighborhoods and the CBD reinforce the notion that the 
riverfront is a public place, and help ensure views of Downtown Cincinnati are maintained 
from along the KY 8 “unified boulevard.”  Well-marked, safe and engaging pathways in the 
right locations link neighborhoods to the riverfront.  The “Guide to Riverfront Development”2 
recommends perpendicular connections be located every 400 to 600 feet; for comparison, 
Columbia and Central are spaced just over 400 feet apart.  Given the levee’s location, the 
majority will be to connect pedestrians and bikes to the levee trail.   

o Maintain Central Ave as a public street and install a wide sidewalk to connect to the 
levee trail.   

o Require perpendicular public pedestrian connections through new large-scale private 
development.  Provide a minimum walkway width of 12 feet to be maintained as an 
easement of public right-of-way, and clearly designate the walkway as a public space.   

o Consider adopting design guidelines for delineating public connections, such as the 
following examples: 

 Orient ground-floor retail, restaurants and other types of uses that are open to the 
public to the public way and seek to engage the public. 

 Provide some visual privacy between private (residential) uses and the public realm. 

 Provide pedestrian-scaled lights along all paths. 

 If possible, locate public amenities, such as seating, maps, etc., at the ends of the 
connection to serve as a focal point, drawing attention to the riverfront and 
encouraging movement along the connection.   

 Enhance Columbia Street as a major entry from KY 9 to Festival Park, Taylor Park 
and Riverboat Row. Create a 
promenade by widening the sidewalk 
to provide greater emphasis on 
pedestrians and cyclists, disguising 
the utility building, installing public art 
and increasing the landscaping 
encourages more people to walk and 
bike to the riverfront.    

  

                                                
2 A Guide to Riverfront Development: Connecting communities to the water.  Riverlife PGH.org   https://riverlifepgh.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/A-Guide-to-Riverfront-Development.pdf  
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Entrance to Riverboat Row and Festival Park from KY 8 
and Columbia Street.    Photo Credit | CT Consultants 
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